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111TH  ATTACK WING RETIREE ACTIVITIES OFFICE 

BIDDLE AIR NATIONAL GUARD BASE, PA 

Newsletter Vol. 9 Issue #2   2024 Summer  
 
OUR MISSION  
The 111th Attack Wing Retiree Activities Office (RAO) is an official activity organized in accordance 
with AFI 36-3106. The office is here to assist military retirees, their spouses, military veterans, guard 
and reserve personnel from all U.S. military services. We can provide information and contacts for 
pay (DFAS), benefits and entitlements, personnel and casualty affairs and interface with these 
organizations to help personnel.   
 
This Newsletter is a publication of the 111th ATKW/RAO, that serves as the interface between the 
base commander in providing information and assistance to military retirees, their families, and 
surviving spouses residing in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and New York.  Information, provided in 
this publication, has been edited and does not reflect the official policy of any U.S. Government 
agency.  
 
CONTACT INFORMATION  
The 111th Attack Wing Retiree Activities Office is located:  

111th Attack Wing /RAO/ CVR  
1051 Fairchild Street 
Building 203, Room 168  
(Mailbox 16/ Bldg 310) 
Biddle ANGB, PA 19044-5203  
Telephone 215-323-7135  

  
Our hours of operation are Tuesday through Friday 9:00 a.m.–3:00p.m. and also Saturday and 
Sunday of the 111th Drill/UTA 8:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Telephone 215-323-7135, please leave a message 
if no answer.  
 

YOUR RAO LEADERSHIP  
CMSgt Jenny Pappas, Director                MSgt Vincent Acquaviva, Co-Director 

OUR VOLUNTEERS  
Dorothy L. Acquaviva  Hal Krebs   Dave Olson  
Rufus Butler    Robert Maiuro   Mark Wilby  
Cathy Hopely   William Nilsson  Paul Vezzetti  
Joe Hopely     
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 AIR FORCE RETIREE SERVICES  
• Our parent agency is the Air Force Retiree Services, located at 
      AFPC/DPFFF, Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph TX.  
• They are a wealth of information, and resources and can be found at:  

https://www.retirees.af.mil/ 
 

• From their webpage you can gain access to retiree specific news, the 
Afterburner, find answer to many Frequently Asked Question (FAQs), an 
extensive resource library, survivor Benefits, and much, much more.  

 

INSIDE THIS EDITION  
• LIST OF MILITARY SERVICE RETIREE AGENCIES AND  
      PUBLICATIONS 
• CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF THE 103rd ATTACK SQUADRON 
• ONLINE ID CARE RENEWAL  
• TRICARE AND MEDICARE TURNING AGE 65 INFORMATION 
• HOW TO APPLY FOR VETERANS AFFAIRS BURIAL ALLOWANCE 
• EVENTS, HAPPENINGS, AND REUNIONS  
• KEY CONTACTS AND RESOURCES 
• RAO BIDDLE ANGB QUICK CONTACTS TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

  
LIST OF MILITARY SERVICE RETIREE AGENCIES AND PUBLICATIONS  

• US Army Retiree Service (Echoes): 
https://soldierforlife.army.mil/Retirement/army-echoes 

• Navy Retirees (Shift Colors): http://www.shiftcolors.navy.mil   
• Air Force (Afterburner): 

https://www.retirees.af.mil/Library/Afterburner/   
• Marine Corps Retiree Service (Semper Fidelis): 

https://www.facebook.com/people/Navy-and-Marine-Corps-
Retirees/100064789173687/ 

• Coast Guard Retiree Service (Evening Colors): 
https://www.dcms.uscg.mil/Our-Organization/Assistant-
Commandant-for-Human-Resources-CG-1/Retiree-Services-
Program/   
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CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF THE 103rd ATTACK 
SQUADRON ANNOUNCEMENT 
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ONLINE ID CARD RENEWAL Welcome to the DoD ID Card 
Reference   

  

https://www.cac.mil/ 
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TRICARE MEDICARE TURNING AGE 65 INFORMATION  

To Read this article follow the URL:  

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USMHSTMA/bulletins/3842b8e  

 

As a TRICARE beneficiary you will “age out” of TRICARE Prime or Select, as your Primary health 
insurance and you will transition to TRICARE for Life (TFL) but you need to ensure you are enrolled 
in Medicare Part A & B on the last day of the month prior to their 65th birth month. For example, 
if your 65th birthday is Nov. 21, TRICARE coverage ends Oct. 31, unless you 

Medicare and TRICARE for Life (TFL) work together as linked in-system meaning Health care 
providers bill Medicare as the primary payer. Residual costs from Medicare automatically flow to 
TFL for final payment. 

When the spouse who turns 65 first enrolls in Medicare/TFL, and the younger spouse stays in 
TRICARE Prime or Select until age 65. Your TRICARE contractor should adjust the annual 
enrollment fee from family to single rate for the younger spouse if he/she is an empty nester. 

Because of these insurance changes you’ll need to plan ahead for when your coverage stops. 
Thankfully there is a wealth of information available from TRICARE and Military Officers 
Association of America (MOAA): 
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• Becoming Medicare-Eligible | TRICARE    

https://tricare.mil/LifeEvents/Medicare 

• TRICARE® AND MEDICARE TURNING AGE 65 Brochure 

https://tricare.mil/Publications/Brochures/medicare_turning_65 

• MOAA’s TRICARE Guide: Moving to Medicare at 65 and Over 

https://www.moaa.org/micro/tricare-guide-2023-2024/tricare-for-life-medicare/ 
 

THE INFORMATION IS PROVIDED BY THE RAO TO ASSIST MILITARY RETIREES 
OF ACTIONS REQUIRED BY THEM PRIOR TO TURNING 65 AND THE NEED TO 
PLAN EARLY AND ASK QUESTIONS FROM APPROPRIATE ADVISORS – TRICARE 
AND MEDICARE.  
  

HOW TO APPLY FOR VETERANS AFFAIRS BURIAL 
ALLOWANCE 

 
 
The VA is responsible for providing burial benefits. 

https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/veterans-burial-allowance/ 
 

 

http://www.111attackwing.ang.af.mil/
http://www.facebook.com/111thATKW
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If you’re eligible, you may receive these benefits: 

• VA burial allowance for burial and funeral costs 
• VA plot or interment allowance for the cost of the plot (gravesite) or interment 
• VA transportation reimbursement for the cost of transporting the Veteran’s remains to the final 

resting place 

Veterans headstones, markers, and medallions, please follow the following URL to find out how to apply 
for a headstone, grave or niche marker, or medallion to honor a Veteran, service member, or eligible 
family member. 

https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/memorial-items/headstones-markers-medallions/ 

Attached is an article from Air Force Retiree Service related to planning funerals for military veterans 
and retirees can be overwhelming for their families, and the Defense Department's director of casualty 
and mortuary affairs wants family members to familiarize themselves in advance, when possible, to 
know what to expect with military funeral honors. 

https://www.retirees.af.mil/DesktopModules/ArticleCS/Print.aspx?PortalId=53&ModuleId=6179&Articl
e=864951 
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EVENTS, HAPPENINGS, AND REUNIONS 

• Informal 913th AW Monthly Breakfast at VFW Red Hill Post 5954 
o Second Monday Every Month, 0800-1100, event open to the public Do not need 

to be a VFW member. 
o Contact: Judy Bieberfeld (https://www.facebook.com/judy.bieberfeld) 
o More information can be found at:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/219908564701542/user/100076385822850 
• Centennial Anniversary of the 103rd Attack Squadron 

o Date: 7 September 2024 
o Next gathering of Eagles! 18 September 2024 – Tentative 
o Location: “The Fuge” - 780 Falcon Circle, Warminster, PA 18974 
o Reservation Deadline: 10 August 2024 
o Major Maggie Linn @ 217.766.7175 or 103rdanniversary@gmail.com 
o https://www.eventcreate.com/e/103atks 

• 512th / 913th Willow Grove Air Reserve Association Reunion 
o Next gathering of Eagles - 18 September 2024 
o Location: Fountain Side Seafood & Grill 537 Easton Rd, Horsham, PA 19044 
o Look for the email coming soon 
o Contacts: Bob Simpson 215 659-1181, John Windfelder 215 657-0720, Neil & 

JoAnn Franklin 215 699-8205 Email Information: c130.wgarf@verizon.net 
• Annual Friend of the 111th Family Readiness Group Golf Outing 

o Date: 9 September 2024 
o Contact: Jenny Pappas, Cell (215) 740-5468, email: FriendsofFRG@gmail.com 

• Annual 111th Wing Reunion Luncheon 
o Date: April 2025 Time: Details TBD 
o Location: TBD 
o More details to follow under separate email.  
o Contact: Jenny Pappas, Cell (215) 740-5468, email: FriendsofFRG@gmail.com 

 
• UNOFFICIAL 111TH AND 913TH VETERANS AND RETIREE GROUPS 
o 111TH Fighter Wing Friends     www.facebook.com/groups/439096756426502/  
o 111TH Fighter Wing (UNOFFICIAL) www.facebook.com/groups/112383465447507/ 
o Willow Grove WARDAWGS !!   www.facebook.com/groups/68968424941   
o 913 Airlift Wing Alumni    www.facebook.com/groups/73569486328  
o 913TH Airlift Wing Friends   www.facebook.com/groups/219908564701542 
o 913TH Security Forces          www.facebook.com/groups/88915076111 
o 913TH Annual Reunion        www.facebook.com/events/191159157245208 
o 31ST Aerial Port Squadron  www.facebook.com/groups/198150514240/ 

 
THE INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THESE VETERANS AND RETIREE GROUPS DOES 

NOT REFLECT OFFICIAL POLICY OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT AND THEIR INCLUSION IS 
NOT AN ENDORSEMENT OF THEIR ACTIVITIES.  

The appearance of external links on this publication does not constitute official endorsement on 
behalf of the U.S. Air Force or Department of Defense. 

http://www.111attackwing.ang.af.mil/
http://www.facebook.com/111thATKW
https://www.facebook.com/groups/219908564701542/user/100076385822850
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KEY CONTACTS AND RESOURCES 

• MyAirForceBenefits is the Official Air Force Benefits Website, and can be a great initial 
staring place to find information about your benefits. 
https://www.myairforcebenefits.us.af.mil  

• Casualty Assistance - Call toll free 877-353-6807. 
https://www.myairforcebenefits.us.af.mil/Casualty-and-Survivor-Assistance 

o The local Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst AF SBP/Casualty Assistance 
telephone number 609-754-3814. Point of Contact Ms. Donna Gauze. 

• Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System (DEERS) Telephone Center - Call 
DEERS at 800-538-9552, Monday through Friday, excluding U.S. federal holidays, 6 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Pacific time.  

• Identification Cards - Call 800-525-0102 for location of the nearest issuing facility, or 
visit the site locator. https://idco.dmdc.osd.mil/idco/locator  

• milCONNECT - With milConnect, Department of Defense (DoD) affiliates and beneficiaries 
manage their benefits and records through the self-service portal. 
https://milconnect.dmdc.osd.mil/milconnect/ 

o You can manage and view your health benefits 
o Update you and your family’s DEERs records 
o Find and schedule an appointment for your Identification cards. 

• Defense Finance and Accounting Service - The agency that pays military retirees and 
annuitants can be reached at 800-321-1080. Visit the retired military and annuitants 
webpage for more information about pay matters such as tax forms, pay verification, 
Direct Deposit, myPay and more.  https://www.dfas.mil/retiredmilitary/  

• Legal Offices - Assists members with preparing wills and powers of attorney, and 
answers certain legal questions. Visit the Air Force Legal Assistance website at 
https://aflegalassistance.law.af.mil.  

• TRICARE https://tricare.mil/  
• Veterans Affairs - For benefit inquiries call 800-827-1000; life insurance 800-669-8477; 

status of headstones and markers, 800-697-6947. You can visit their website at 
www.va.gov/. 

 

 

FOR MORE NEWS FROM THE 111TH ATKW: 

Download media at: https://www.dvidshub.net/unit/111ATKW 

For more news visit: https://www.111attackwing.ang.af.mil/  

Follow the Wing on X (formerly Twitter): https://twitter.com/111ATKW 

Follow the Wing on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/111thATKW   

http://www.111attackwing.ang.af.mil/
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DEERS/ID OFFICE 
Biddle ANGB, 111th FSS, Horsham, PA     215-323-7419 
NSA Philadelphia, 700 Robbins Ave BLD 10  215-697-2177 
NSWC, PHILADELPHIA, 4700 S. Broad ST 215-897-7001 
JBMDL FT. DIX, 5418 S. Scott Plaza   609-562-2177 

       MCGUIRE AFB 2916 Falcon Ln  609-754-5774 
Dover AFB, 520 Main Gate Way    302-677-3010 

111th ATKW Airman & Family Readiness  215-323-7132 
Contact Ms. Anna Ritchar 

TRICARE 
TRICARE For Life    866-773-0405 
TRICARE East      800-444-5445 
TRICARE West     844-866-9378 
TRICARE Pharmacy (Express Scripts) 877-363-1303 

US Family Health Plan      646-284-5736 
Contact Ms. Tammy Cartegena (Help with insurance & TRICARE questions)  

Air Force Total Force Service Center (ARPC)  800-525-0102 
ARPC Reserve Retirement Counseling Cell 800-682-1929 
Defense Finance Accounting Service (DFAS)  800-321-1080 
Office of Personnel Management (OPM)  888-767-6738 
Social Security / Medicare    800-772-1213 
Veterans Affairs 

VA Benefits Hotline    800-827-1000 
VA Health Benefits Hotline   877-222-8387 
Philadelphia - VA Crescenz Medical Center  215-823-5800 
Coatesville VA Medical Center  610-384-7711 
Horsham - Saracini Outpatient Clinic  215-823-6050 
Allentown VA Clinic     610-776-4304 

http://www.111attackwing.ang.af.mil/
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